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Fiji launches living fossil mascot to commemorate World Biodiversity Day 2015 
 
The Fiji Acmopyle (Drautabua) can now receive targeted conservation action as local conservation 
partners celebrate the first successful propagation of an endemic and critically endangered species at 
the Colo I Suva nursery of the Department of Forests.   
 
The Drautabua typifies the status of much of our endemic flora – very poorly researched, little known to 
the Fijian public, no national or international conservation profile, no conservation management and 
threatened, in this case Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List.  It was for these reasons that 
NatureFiji-MareqetiViti (NFMV) took a leaflet of the Fiji Acmopyle to be its logo, as an ideal flagship 
representing Fiji’s very special forest biodiversity. 
  
The Drautabua requires specific conditions to survive in the rainforests of Viti Levu: steep slopes in or 
just below montane cloud forest habitat. Named Drautabua because the shape of the leaflets is like that 
of a tabua (whale’s tooth), this species has been in decline since 1947.  
 
Today the Drautabua is just managing to survive, it is known from six small populations on isolated 
mountain ranges of Viti Levu. The population on Koroyanitu (the mountain very visible from Nadi 
Airport) is feared extinct as searches by experienced botanists in the 1990s failed to find it, and it may 
be that the cyclones of the 1970’s and 80’s which battered Koroyanitu mercilessly were too much for 
Drautabua there.  
 
Another population, perhaps the largest known, is right in the middle of the prospective Namosi open-
cast copper mine. It seems the odds may be stacked against this remarkable tree. 
 
In May 2014 NFMV joined with the Department of Forests, botanists at the USP-herbarium and with 
expertise from the Atlanta Botanic Garden, USA to attempt to propagate from cuttings the Drautabua at 
the Colo i Suva Forest Station, as an initial conservation measure.  A year later, we are in a position to 
judge the results and very encouraging they are too with a good proportion of well-rooted cuttings 
being produced and a knowledge of the preferred soil medium. The expertise and daily tending of the 
plants by the Dept. Forests nurserymen at Colo i Suva has proved crucial to the success of the project so 
far.  
 
NFMV is also working with the landowners of three of the populations to provide them with an 
understanding of the significance of the plant, and more importantly what it represents as a component 
of Fiji’s very special upland forest flora. Field training is being undertaken to enable the landowners to 
monitor their own Drautabua populations and look for other individual trees or populations elsewhere 
on their land. One of the six populations, also in Namosi, was feared lost because a search several years 
ago had failed to find it, however, a recent search with the  landowners managed to relocate a 
population of about 15 plants on a steep ridge with all but one inaccessible for measurement.  
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With the success of the propagation efforts so far, the project will look at establishing some new 
‘insurance’ populations in protected areas or where landowners are keen to conserve this unique, iconic 
species. 
 
The launch of the Drautabua mascot on World Biodiversity Day on Friday 22nd May 2015 at the Fiji 
Museum is no doubt, the beginning of the journey to recovery for the Drautabua. Over the next three 
months, the Drautabua mascot will be the voice of Fiji’s unique forest species to the nation and the 
world.  
 
 
Word Count: 575 
 
For further information: 
Nunia Thomas (Director) 
nuniat@naturefiji.org 
 

1. NatureFiji-MareqetiViti is Fiji’s only domestic membership based conservation organization 
working solely for the conservation of Fiji’s biodiversity.  

2. The project: Effective Contribution to the Improvement of the Conservation Status of the Fiji 
Acmopyle, Acmopyle sahniana – Drautabua has been a collaboration between NatureFiji-
MareqetiViti, Atlanta Botanic Garden, South Pacific Regional Herbarium (Institute of Applied 
Sciences, USP), Fiji Department of Forests, Fiji Department of Environment, the National Trust of 
Fiji, Fiji Museum, Nadroga/ Navosa Provincial Office, Namosi Provincial Office and the people of 
Vanua Nabukebuke and Emalu. The project has been funded by the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature’s Save Our Species (SOS) Fund.  

3. SOS – Save Our Species is a joint initiative of IUCN, the Global Environment Facility and the World 
Bank supported by the Fonds français pour l’environnement mondial (FFEM). Its objective is to 
ensure the long-term survival of threatened wildlife, their habitats and the people who depend 
on them. 

4. NatureFiji-MareqetiViti sincerely thanks the Yavusa Nabukebuke and Yavusa Emalu for their 
active participation in the efforts to save and monitor the Drautabua on their land.  

5. About the artist: The Drautabua mascot designer, Anne O’Brien, is an artist with a passion for 
conservation and a background in environmental education. She loves using locally sourced 
recycled fabrics to make life-like sculptures and puppets of endangered and extinct creatures to 
make a difference to conservation. She can often be found in Suva's second-hand shops feeling 
clothes for her next creation! This has raised a few eyebrows and questions. She loves a 
challenge and once made a bird from a takeaway coffee cup! As well as making models for 
NatureFiji-MareqetiViti, Anne is working on the new National Trust of Fiji Discovery Centre with 
the team at Sigatoka Sand dunes.  Anne's 'Anniemals' are being used around the globe for 
conservation education.  
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Panapasa Tubuitamana – responsible for Drautabua propagation at 

Colo i suva Forests Dept Nursery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Young Drautabua trees propagated from cuttings and reared at 

the Colo i Suva Forests Dept. nursery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leaflets of the Drautabua – from which the NFMV logo is 

derived 
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Landowners from Emalu, Navosa with a small Drautabua – all but invisible in thick forest 

 

 
 
A young Drautabua, all but invisible in thick forest. 
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The artist, Anne O’Brien with her model and painting (on t-shirt) of Fiji’s only 

endemic sea bird – the Fiji Petrel (Kacau ni Gau).  

 

 

 

 

 

 


